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First Named Inventor: Carpenter, James B. 

Application No.: 10/748628 Group Art Unit: 2874 
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Title: Fiber Splice Device 
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Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION |37 CFR § 1.8(a)] 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service on Che date shown below with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

B transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office at (571)273-8300. 

* Signed by: Theresa Collier 



Date 



Dear Sir 

On September 12, 2005, a phone interview was conducted between the Examiner and the 
undersigned to discuss the Election of Species requirement mailed on August 3 1, 2005, 

As a result of the interview, Applicants have elected the following species for prosecution on the 
merits: a self-locking mechanism comprising a reverse taper portion (claim 6); a buffer outer diameter of 
900 micrometers or less (claim 10), and a fiber receiving channel including a conical portion and a V- 
groove (claim 16). 

The Examiner further acknowledged that claims 21 and 22 are linking claims, and would be 
allowable if generic claim 1 is held to be allowable. 

An examination and a notification of allowance of the pending claims is respectfully solicited. 

It is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a fee is required} please charge/the fee to 
Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 
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Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 



Respectfully submitted, 




Gregg H. Rosenblatt, Reg. No.: 45,056 
Telephone No.: (512)984-7443 
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